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Philanthropic couple a Major force for change [The San Diego Union-
Tribune]

Jan. 05--RANCHO SANTA FE -- Twenty-two years ago, John and Susan Major bought
Penwern, a lakefront home in Wisconsin built in 1902 by the famed architect Frank Lloyd
Wright. They've been lovingly restoring it to its original glory ever since.

The Rancho Santa Fe couple say their goal is always to leave things in a better state than they
find them, and their latest passion project is the La Jolla Institute for Allergy and Immunology.
Last month, the Majors gave $1 million to the institute to help expand its research in biological
analytics.

John Major -- a wireless technology innovator who has chaired the institute's board of directors
since 2010 -- said he hopes the gift will inspire a spirit of philanthropy among its contributors.

"| always ask potential board members if they can carry the message to their friends," said
John, 70. "We want to get the word out."

The institute is just one of many philanthropic causes the Majors support. They also give to
their alma maters, the University of Rochester and University of lllinois (John) and
Northeastern University (Susan); the Girl Scouts of San Diego; The Old Globe; the San Diego
Zoo; the Village Church of Rancho Santa Fe; and the Frank Lloyd Wright Society.

The Majors' generous checks are almost always delivered with a great deal of their personal
time and business expertise. They serve on many of these organizations' boards, and their
shared goal with each is to drive development.

"We get involved to make change. We're not very good passengers," said John.

The Majors met 33 years ago in Chicago, where they were both working for Motorola. He was
a chief technology officer with more than a dozen patents to his credit and she was a
marketing executive with a couple of patents of her own. They moved to San Diego with their
two children in 1997, when John was hired to lead Qualcomm's wireless infrastructure division.

Later, he ran Novatel Wireless for three years and the startup Wireless Knowledge. Today, he
runs MTSG, a telecommunications investment and consulting firm.

Susan has spent more than 18 years in the wireless and telecom industry, the past 12 in the
headhunting industry. Now 64, she is the founder and CEO of Major Executive Search and co-
founder of the Women in Wireless networking group. She said she has two major goals in her
business and philanthropic life.

"My mantra is to make things better than | find them. Also, | have a passion for helping women
succeed in business, especially the technology field. Now I'm focused on getting more women
on corporate boards," she said.

The Majors both list work as their No. 1 hobby. They also collect 1700s-1800s furniture, John
likes to hit golf balls and Susan enjoys gardening. But for more than two decades, they've been
the generous guardians of Penwern, one of several stunning homes Wright built on
Wisconsin's Delavan and Geneva lakes around the turn of the 20th century.

Working from Wright's original drawings, the Majors rebuilt the compound's boathouse, which
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was destroyed by fire in the late 1970s, and they have restored its gatehouse lodge. They
enjoy using the Delavan Lake property as a family compound where they can spend time with
their children, who both live in San Francisco. John B., 27, is an attorney, and Barbara, 24, is
an investment banking analyst.

While living and working in the Midwest, the Majors said they gave back to their community
and colleges in a private way. But when they arrived in San Diego, they discovered that the
local corporate culture encouraged executives to find a cause to support in a more public way.
Qualcomm co-founder Harvey White asked Susan to look into one of his own passion projects,
The Old Globe, and she ended up serving nine years on the theater's board.

John's first big charitable investment in San Diego was EvoNexus, a then-underfunded and
little-known tech startup incubator. As chairman, he helped grow EvoNexu
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