Institutional Biosafety Committee LaJolla
Meeting Minutes Institute

FOR IMMUNOLOGY

April 8th, 2026, meeting

A regular meeting of the Institutional Biosafety Committee of the La Jolla Institute for Inmunology was held in
person on Wednesday, April 8th, 2026, at 9:30 AM, with the option to join via Zoom teleconference.

The meeting started at 9:35 AM.

IBC: 12 MEMBERS AND 2 ALTERNATES
ATTENDANCE: 10 VOTING MEMBERS, 1 ALTERNATE, 7 MEMBERS REQUIRED FOR QUORUM

Regular Members Present

Miguel Reina-Campos, Ph.D. (Chair)

Mike Barajas (Alternate) CMAR, RLATG

Sylvie Blondelle, Ph.D.

Laurence Cagnon, Ph.D.

Rose Engel,

Beth Ford, D.V.M.

David Hall, CSP

Peter Jones, BS, LATG

Alessandro Sette, Ph.D.

Stephen Schoenberger, Ph.D.

Kristine Suchey, BS, RVT

Renna Wolfe, Ph.D.

Jeremy Young (alternate), BS, MBA

RIOKMEQOFMREONRERE

Marianne Zupanc, Ph.D.

Others Present: Hayley Simon

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

The February meeting minutes were unanimously approved
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IBC Meeting Minutes Continued

PROTOCOL REVIEW
NEW PROTOCOLS
PI Crotty
Protocol # BHR20-SS
Title Human Cytomegalovirus (HCMV)
Experimental Procedures
Agent Human Cytomegalovirus (wt, attenuated or recombinant)

Project summary (from
form)

Human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) is a very common virus worldwide and in the
United States. About half of adults have been infected by age 40. HCMYV is
strictly species specific. Infection is usually mild or unnoticed in healthy people,
but HCMV can cause severe disease in babies infected before birth and in people
with weakened immune systems, such as transplant recipients. About 1 in 200
babies in the US is born with congenital CMV, some of these kids develop long-
term problems such as hearing loss, vision problems or developmental delays.
There is currently no vaccine available, so new approaches are urgently needed.
This project, as part of the ARPA-H project America’s SHIELD: Strategic
Herpesvirus Immune Evasion and Latency Defense will focus on characterizing
human monoclonal antibodies discovered in the ARPA-H project. The goal of
this work is to identify antibodies that strongly neutralize HCMV and to define
how they work, so that their protective features can guide vaccine design.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, cell culture, in vitro assays

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic
sequences (e.g., species)

HCMV, Jelly fish

Nature of nucleic acid
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)

Genome, marker

NA Host(s) and Vector(s)

Human cell lines

Risk Assessment/Training

Risk Assessment

Low

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Proposed Biosafety Level

BSL-2 with BSL-3 practices aimed at containing the aerosols

CA ATP-L

Yes

NIH Guidelines

I1I-D-1-a and III-D-3-a

Category 1 Research

No

Category 2 Research

No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels

Page 2 of 5
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RENEWALS
PI Shresta
Protocol # BHR26-SS
Title DNA vaccines against Coronaviruses
Experimental Procedures
Agent Plasmids or mRNA

Project summary (from
form)

In this project, we will develop and investigate the efficacy and mechanisms of
DNA plasmid or mRNA vaccines against Coronaviruses. Immunizations will be
conducted intramuscularly by electroporation using Agile Pulse (BTX) with with
DNA plasmids expressing proteins (Spike, M, N) from SARS-CoV?2 or others
human CoVs genome such as HCoV 229E, OC43, NL63 and HKU1. The DNA
plasmid or mRNA vaccines could express viral proteins alone or in combination.
The immunization will be followed by analysis for induction of virus-specific
immune responses.

Additional details from
the protocol

(previously registered as RDR09-SS)

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, injections, electroporation

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic
sequences (e.g., species)

Bacteria, BSL-2 coronaviruses (SARS-CoV-2 or other coronaviruses such as
HCoV 229E, OC43, NL63 and HKU1)

Nature of nucleic acid
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)

structural viral proteins used as immunogenic proteins

NA Host(s) and Vector(s)

rodents

Risk Assessment/Training

Risk Assessment

Low

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-1 and ABSL-1

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines 1II-D-4-a
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications

AMENDMENTS

Pl Protocol Title Update
Grifoni BHRO1-AG Next Generation Immunogen Platform genes update
Addition of partial

Regulation of humoral immune responses in immunogenic

Crotty RDR04-SC mice: expression vectors sequences

ANNUAL MONITORING
Pl Protocol Title
Kronenberg | BHRO1-MK Human Blood
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IBC Meeting Minutes Continued

Reina-
Campos BHRO1-MRC | Reina - Tumor cell Lines
Crotty BHRO01-SC Antiviral humoral immunity: LCMV
Shresta BHRO1-SS Host response to dengue virus
Saphire BHRO2-ES Vesicular Stomatitis Pseudoviruses
Cheroutre BHR02-HC Human Blood
Reina-
Campos BHR02-MRC Reina-LCMV
Shresta BHR02-SS Normal Human Blood
Rao BHRO3-AR Listeria
Peters BHR03-BP Normal Donor Human Blood
Kronenberg | BHR03-MK Streptococcus Pneumoniae
Reina-
Campos BHR03-MRC Reina-Listeria
Crotty BHR03-SC Long term B cell memory in humans - Human material
Reina-
Campos BHR04-MRC Reina - Viral Vectors
Saphire BHRO6-ES Consortium for Immunotherapeutics against Emerging Viral Diseases
Vijayanand | BHRO7-PV T cell Transfection
Sette BHRO8-ADS Use of Epstein Barr Virus to immortalize human cell lines
Saphire BHR16-ES Monoclonal antibody neutralization of Measles virus
Saphire RDRO1-ES Structural Characterization of Paramyxovirus Assembly and Budding
Cheroutre RDRO1-HC T Cell Differentiation and Immune Regulation
Song RDRO1-KKNA | Drug Discovery Projects and Antibody Gene Cloning
Reina-
Campos RDROT-MRC Reina - Viral vectors
Shresta RDRO1-SS Immune Response to Dengue Virus
Benedict RDR02-CB Expression of proteins with retrovirus system
Crotty RDR04-SC Regulation of humoral immune responses in mice: expression vectors
PROTOCOL CLOSED
Pl Protocol Title
Benedict BHR02-CB Influenza
GENERAL BUSINESS

Marburg Delta VP30 Virus
- The Saphire lab would like to conduct research similar to Ebola Delta VP30 experiments

- UK research conducted at BSL-2
- Contacted the federal select agent program for guidance on exclusion of Delta VP30 Marburg

virus

- Ebola AVP30 replication incompetent virus (effective 01-02-2013):
https://www.selectagents.gov/sat/exclusions/hhs.htm

Page 4 of 5



https://www.selectagents.gov/sat/exclusions/hhs.htm

IBC Meeting Minutes Continued

BSL-3 INCIDENTS
None

NIH REPORTABLE INCIDENTS
None

DURC
None

The next IBC meeting will be on June 10, 2026, at 9:30 am.

Meeting Adjourned at: 10:10 am
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