Institutional Biosafety Committee LaJolla
Meeting Minutes Institute

FOR IMMUNOLOGY

June 10, 2026, meeting

A regular meeting of the Institutional Biosafety Committee of the La Jolla Institute for Inmunology was held in
person on Wednesday, June 10th, 2026, at 9:30 AM, with the option to join via Zoom teleconference.

The meeting started at 9:31 AM.

IBC: 11 MEMBERS AND 2 ALTERNATES
ATTENDANCE: 7 VOTING MEMBERS, 1 ALTERNATE, 6 MEMBERS REQUIRED FOR QUORUM

Regular Members Present

Miguel Reina-Campos, Ph.D. (Chair)

Mike Barajas (Alternate) CMAR, RLATG

Sylvie Blondelle, Ph.D.

Laurence Cagnon, Ph.D.

Rose Engel,

David Hall, CSP

Peter Jones, BS, LATG

Alessandro Sette, Ph.D.

Stephen Schoenberger, Ph.D.

Kristine Suchey, BS, RVT

Renna Wolfe, Ph.D.

Jeremy Young (alternate), BS, MBA

O0OKRIORMEIOMREQEO

Marianne Zupanc, Ph.D.

Others Present: Hayley Simon, Avery Brown

Introduction of Avery Brown, LJI new research compliance administrator

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

The April meeting minutes were unanimously approved
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IBC Meeting Minutes Continued

PROTOCOL REVIEW
NEW PROTOCOLS
P1 Crotty
Protocol # BHR21-SC
Title Inactivated Poliovirus
Experimental Procedures
Agent Inactivated Mahoney Type 1 Poliovirus

Project summary (from
form)

The persistence of poliovirus-specific mucosal immune memory over decades of
life post-vaccination remains uncertain. Serum antibodies are known to persist
long-term and reliably prevent paralytic disease, but they do not block intestinal
replication. A pressing question is whether OPV vaccine-induced tissue-resident
B and T cell memory in the gut and upper acrodigestive tract (i.e., oral and nasal
cavities) can endure throughout a lifetime. This represents a critical knowledge
gap for eradication: if mucosal memory is long-lived, it could contribute to
durable protection against both viral replication and transmission. However, if it
wanes, individuals may remain susceptible to asymptomatic to mildly
symptomatic infection and shedding despite positive measures of circulating
immunity, like positive peripheral blood antibody titers. Understanding the
durability of mucosal immunity and its relationship to circulating immune
memory will provide insights into eradication strategies and may also support the
development of tools to identify and track recent poliovirus exposures. There is a
substantial knowledge gap regarding poliovirus-specific human B cells.
Fluorescently labeled antigens are the best tool for identifying human memory B
cells by flow cytometry. Very little is known about B cell memory to poliovirus
in humans.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, cell culture, vortexing, centrifugation, flow cytometry, cell sorting

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic N/A
sequences (e.g., species)
Nature of nucleic acid N/A
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)
NA Host(s) and Vector(s) | N/A
Risk Assessment/Training
Risk Assessment Low

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-2 (inactivated Polio), BSL-2 (human cells)

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines No
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the

proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications
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PI Sharma

Protocol # BHR11-SJS

Title AAV Cancer Immunotherapy
Experimental Procedures

Agent AAYV vectors

Project summary (from
form)

This project aims to develop a new type of laboratory tool to study and improve
immune responses against cancer. We use a modified, harmless viral vector
called adeno-associated virus (AAV) vector as a delivery vehicle to bring genetic
“instructions” into cells grown in dishes.

In this work, AAV vectors have been engineered so that they cannot replicate or
cause disease. They are used purely as a carrier for carefully designed genes.
These genes tell cancer cells to produce well-studied “model” proteins that the
immune system can recognize. By doing this in a controlled laboratory setting,
we can measure how effectively immune cells detect and kill these modified
cancer cells.

All experiments are done in vitro, using established murine and human cell lines.
We test how efficiently the modified AAV enters different cell types, how much
of the introduced protein is produced, and how well immune cells respond to
these changes. This helps us identify combinations that might be useful for future
cancer immunotherapy strategies.

The goal of this project is not to treat patients directly, but to generate
foundational data that could support the development of safer and more effective
cancer immunotherapies in the future. All work is conducted under appropriate
biosafety conditions, with strict procedures in place to protect laboratory
personnel and prevent any release into the environment.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, cell culture, vortexing, centrifugation, flow cytometry

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic
sequences (e.g., species)

AAYV, Adenovirus, Influenza A, Jelly fish, sea shrimp, chicken, murine

Nature of nucleic acid
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)

Viral vector, packaging, reporter, antigens

NA Host(s) and Vector(s)

E. Coli, mammalian cells

Risk Assessment/Training

Risk Assessment

Low

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Proposed Biosafety Level

BSL-2 (production of RG1 agent in human cell lines)

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines III-D-3-e
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications
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RENEWALS
PI Kronenberg
Protocol # BHR08-MK
Title Citrobacter rodentium infection for colitis study
Experimental Procedures
Agent Citrobacter rodentium

Project summary (from
form)

We study how cells in the gut work with the immune system to fight off harmful
microbes. Our research looks at proteins like HVEM and how they help immune
cells protect the gut lining. Using a safe in vivo bacterial infection, we are
learning how the body defends itself—work that could help us better understand
diseases like Crohn’s, colitis, and colon cancer. Both innate (body's natural and
fast acting response) and adaptive (body's learned/memory) immune responses

play a critical role in protection against bacterial infections.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, bacterial growth, injections, transport.

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic N/A
sequences (e.g., species)
Nature of nucleic acid N/A
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)
NA Host(s) and Vector(s) | N/A
Risk Assessment/Training
Risk Assessment low

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-2 and ABSL-2

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines N/A
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications

Pl Shresta

Protocol # BHR13-SS

Title Host Response to SARS-CoV-2 (BSL-3)
Experimental Procedures

Agent BSL-3 SARS-CoV-2 (BSL-3 strains)

Project summary (from
form)

Research will focus on virus-host interaction and developing vaccines. Profile
and characterization of the immune response to natural infection versus
vaccination will be evaluated as well as in the context of common cold viruses
and preexisting immunity (ex. secondary infection/reinfection). In vivo models
will be developed to model the course of infection in humans and to conduct
comorbidity studies i.e in the context of obesity and varying levels of immune
competence.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, bacterial growth, injections, transport.

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids
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Source of nucleic N/A
sequences (e.g., species)
Nature of nucleic acid N/A
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)
NA Host(s) and Vector(s) | N/A
Risk Assessment/Training
Risk Assessment TBD

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-3 and ABSL-3

CA ATP-L Yes
NIH Guidelines N/A
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Needs update before being resubmitted to the IBC

PI Shresta

Protocol # BHRI15-SS

Title Tick borne viruses: Powassan and Deer Tick viruses
Experimental Procedures

Agent Powassan and Deer Tick viruses

Project summary (from
form)

Research will focus on characterization of host immune response to viral
infection, developing disease models to study innate and adaptive immune
response and develop and test vaccine candidates. In vivo models will be
developed to study infection in varying immune competence levels and ages and
to most closely represent disease course in humans.

Additional details from
the protocol

N/A

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, cell culture, virus propagation, centrifugation, injections.

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic N/A
sequences (e.g., species)

Nature of nucleic acid N/A
(NA) sequences (e.g.,

enzyme, oncogene)

NA Host(s) and Vector(s) | N/A

Risk Assessment/Training

Risk Assessment

Medium

Training

Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-3 and ABSL-3

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines N/A
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications

I pI

| Shresta
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Protocol # BHR27-SS

Title Creation of transgenic BSL1 mice
Experimental Procedures

Agent gRNA, mRNAs, plasmids

Project summary (from
form)

CRISPR/CAS9 will be used to knock out or edit genes involved in
immunological responses.

Transgenics will be BSL1 and created at LJI.

Additional details from
the protocol

Formerly RDR10-SS

Manipulations planned

Pipetting, cell culture

Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acids

Source of nucleic
sequences (e.g., species)

Bacterial, human

Nature of nucleic acid
(NA) sequences (e.g.,
enzyme, oncogene)

Guide, enzymes, HLA gene variants, MHC1, MHC2, Beta 2 microglobulin, CD4,
CDS alpha, CD8 beta, CD19Re

NA Host(s) and Vector(s) Oocytes

Risk Assessment/Training
Risk Assessment TBD
Training Verified and on record

IBC Assessment

Approved Biosafety Level

BSL-1 and ABSL-1

CA ATP-L No
NIH Guidelines III-E-3
Category 1 Research No
Category 2 Research No

IBC Approval

Unanimously approved at the proposed biosafety levels with the discussed modifications

AMENDMENTS

Pl Protocol Title Update
. Adding primary cells from
Benedict BHR04-CB Human Blood human tissue
Grifoni BHRO1-AG Next Generation Immunogen Platform | Add commercial vaccine
Sharma RDROT-SJS | RNAi and CRISP delivery to human cells | ~AY vectors addition (cleared
with Miguel)

Vijayanand | BHRO1-PV Human Blood and Tissue Personnel update

ANNUAL MONITORING
PI Protocol Title
Kronenberg | BHR18-MK Yersinia enterocolitica

Use of recombinant DNA and/or viral vectors in the study of OGIcNAc

Myers RDR0O1-SM and phosphorylation signaling
Saphire RDRO6-ES Vesicular Stomatitis Pseudoviruses
Sette BHR16-ADS PBMCs derived from the blood of healthy animals
Sette BHR17-ADS PBMCs derived from blood of subjects exposed to Mpox Virus
Shresta RDRO5-SS CRISPR delivery to human cells
Shresta BHR20-SS Host Response to Thogotovirus
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Song RDRO2-KKNA | Lentiviral vector use for gene knockdown and/or overexpression
Song BHRO5-KKNA | Blood from healthy animals

CLOSED PROTOCOLS
PI Protocol Title

Benedict RDR0O4-CB MHV68 BAC-based recombinants

Benedict BHRO6-CB MHV68

Kronenberg | BHR19-MK Group A Streptococcus (GAS)

Vijayanand | RDR02-PV Administration of DNA vaccines to mice

GENERAL BUSINESS

Upcoming Agents

a. Marburg delta VP30
b. Polio Virus

BSL-3 INCIDENTS
None

NIH REPORTABLE INCIDENTS
None

DURC
None

The next IBC meeting will be on August 12, 2026, at 9:30 am.

Meeting Adjourned at: 10:30 am.
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